Opening prayer

Almighty God,

as we prepare to worship today,

we ask that you will stretch our imaginations

to sense the majesty and mystery of your ascension.

Help us perceive how Jesus' presence in heaven

can give us confidence in our praying

and hope for the future.

Through Jesus, our Lord.

 Amen.
Intercessions
Our gracious, eternal God, we thank you for the challenges which life brings.  It also brings changes which sometimes throw us into crisis.  Be with us particularly at this time as we journey through this world changing Covid 19 virus.  Like the early disciples help us in our common life to find your guidance in our collective decisions.
Your Kingdom come

ALL:  Your will be done
Father, we lift before you all those we know who are suffering through physical or mental illness, relationships issues and in particular loneliness. Lord help us to be aware of the needs of our community and so that we may find  ways to share others burdens and give them hope.


 Your Kingdom come

ALL:  Your will be done

Lord, during this time when we have to stay in our home and so many are searching and seeking,  we ask that you guide us and give us wisdom so that we may find inventive and exiting ways to show our community your love and acceptance.  That joy still abounds and through your grace we are still able to serve others. May it be said of us as it was said of old:  “See how those Christians love one another and seek the common good.”
 Your Kingdom come

ALL:  Your will be done


We ask that you would save us from ever being inward looking, seeking to escape from our world.  Instead, open the windows of our souls to the world and its needs.  Help us to herald the good news of Jesus, to be your servants to those in need.  Lord, although we cannot visit the sick and the imprisoned we can pray for them.  Guide us in our prayers that we may remember the forgotten in our society and seek justice and peace. 
Your Kingdom come

ALL:  Your will be done
Father, show us how to use our gifts so that we might ensure we all play a role in the building of our fellowship and care for each other and the community.  Build us up Lord when we feel inadequate for the task and give us courage.
Your Kingdom come

ALL:  Your will be done
Amen

