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Hello, I’m Steve Benoy, Director of Ordinands in the diocese and I lead the team of people who help people explore if God is calling them to some kind of lay or ordained ministry in the church, help them through the selection process and then in their initial training.  It’s really good to be able to join you in worship this Sunday, even if in a slightly unusual way.  I’m grateful for the chance to share a few thoughts in these final weeks as we prepare for Yvonne Desroches to be ordained and to join you in ministry here.
You’ll appreciate that there are quite a few practicalities around her ordination which we can’t be sure about…like exactly when it’s going to be happening, for example.  But whatever happens, at the end of June her initial training ends and she’ll be joining in with the ministry of the church here.  Thank you for all you will be giving to her in the coming years, and I am confident that you will receive from her as well.
There’s something really important to remember when people arrive as curates in new places…and it’s important for both the new curate as it is for the church they are joining.  It’s that ministry is not about the people with the titles and the roles.  Ministry is about what Jesus is doing all the time, and how he invites everyone of us to play our part.  Something I believe, and I know Yvonne believes just as much, is that every single person in the church has a part to play in reaching every single person outside of the church with the message of God’s love.  And every single person in the church has a part to play in helping others to grow in their relationship with Jesus.  That’s ministry.

Yvonne is coming to you as an ordained pioneer minister.  That means  two things.  Firstly she is especially focussed on how we can serve the people beyond our immediate church community.  And secondly she will be with you for up to 5 years, not the usual 3 or so that curates tend to do.  So she’s here for a while.  
No doubt many of you are doing many things to serve your community.  These are frustrating times when the normal ways we have gone about doing that need rethinking.  But they are also interesting times to experiment, try new things out, reach new people.

Yvonne is a real enthusiast and a great listener. She won’t steamroller over all then great things that are already happening.  She’ll roll up her sleeves and get stuck in with what’s already going on.  But watch out for when she says “I was wondering if…” and see if there’s something you can join in with.

Something I’d like to ask you to do for Yvonne in the coming period is something I am sure you have been doing, and I am confident you will keep doing, which is to pray for Yvonne and Simon as they prepare for this next step of faith.  Yvonne is no stranger to Christian ministry, having been a lay pastoral minister in Rushden, training and serving as a Church Army evangelist in Burton Latimer, and now coming to you as an ordained pioneer minister.  But coming here isn’t then next career move, it’s above all else the next step in her walk with Jesus.

In today’s Bible reading from John 21, three times the risen Jesus asks Peter if he loves him.  Three times to echo the three times that Peter denied even knowing Jesus on the night of his arrest and trial. Peter cannot do anything to prove to Jesus how sorry he is or how much he loves him.  And Jesus is not asking this of him.  He simply wants him to accept that Jesus desires a renewed relationship with him, and in the light of that, to let Jesus lead him through his life.

Are we willing to see our future in a different way.  That’s what following a resurrected Saviour can mean.  Our past doesn’t define us, there’s a future to step into.  And when we’ve stepped into it, Jesus may have yet more steps along the way.  This is what Peter found, and it is what Yvonne has found.  She could have stayed where she was, she could have stayed in the Church Army.  She could have served in other places.  But she heard the call of Jesus towards ordained ministry, and she has responded to the call of Jesus to come here.

That’s really exciting, because it means Jesus wants her here with you, because he is already here with you, and there are things you have to share about him with Yvonne and things Yvonne has to share about him with you, because there is good news about Jesus for you all to share with people around here.  We’ve got great confidence as a diocese in you as a church community, in Haydon as your rector and the whole team to be just right for Yvonne and Simon as they keep stepping forward with Jesus.  Thank you for all you will be giving to them, and may the Lord continue to bless you in the weeks and months to come. 
