A Short Service of Holy Communion for Wed 24th June 2020

Introduction and Welcome
We meet together:

In the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
In Peter's first letter to the Church, he writes 'But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
So now let's open our hearts up to God and remember the times when we have failed to heed this call, and ask for his forgiveness: 

Lord Jesus, you said to your disciples:
‘You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you.’

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, we know that the harvest is plentiful

but the labourers are few.

Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you appointed us to go and bear fruit that will last.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Absolution
May almighty God,
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever.
All 
Amen.

Reading:

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
All 
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 1.57-66, 80
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. 60But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ 61They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ 62Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them were amazed.64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66All who heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.
80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Talk

Collect

Almighty God,

send down upon your Church

the riches of your Spirit,

and kindle in all who minister the gospel

your countless gifts of grace;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Intercessions

Lord, help us to believe that

we are all ordinary people made extraordinary

through your vision and your power.
Take our insecurities and feelings of inadequacy,

and give us the courage to see ourselves and others as you see us,

with gifts and potential to transform your world and build your Kingdom.

Amen
God of every aspect of our lives,
Help us to hear clearly

what you are asking of us each day,

whatever situation we find ourselves in.

You are the God who calls us

to stay where we are

or to move at your bidding: to seek and speak courageously,

sharing your love,

defending the vulnerable

and bringing dignity to those who have no voice.

Help us to sense your presence,

in perseverance and in hope,

in those everyday places

which can be continuously renewed by your grace. 

Amen
And now, we pray for all those

who are being licensed into ministry this Sunday

especially for Yvonne,

as she and her husband Simon begin their time with us.

Lord, be with them all in this time.

We pray that she may be especially aware of your loving presence,

your guiding spirit,

your powerful word for her,

for her unique ministry in your name

Amen.
And as we give thanks for your great generosity to us,

we lift to you all those who are in need of your healing power.

We pray that you will heal them in your measure,

bring comfort and relief to all in need.

We pray all of this in the power of the name of Jesus

Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Father, we give thanks for your Son, Jesus Christ, 
whose perfect love casts out our fear,
and in whom we live, like branches of a vine,
drawing our life from him
that we might bear much fruit to your glory.
With angels and archangels
and with all your people on earth and in heaven,
we proclaim your glorious name,
evermore praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise you, Lord God,
creator and sustainer of the universe.
Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who on the night that he was betrayed,
took bread, gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying,

‘Take, eat; this is my body which is broken for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’

In the same way, after supper,
he took the cup and gave you thanks,
and gave it to them, saying,

‘This is my blood of the new covenant
poured out for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it,
in remembrance of me.’

Send down your Holy Spirit
that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us the body and blood of Christ.
Unite us with him for ever
and bring us with the whole creation to your eternal kingdom.
Amen.

And as Jesus said a prayer before sharing,

let us do so too.

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us say together the prayer that Jesus taught us,

in your preferred language or format:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Breaking the Bread
The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
The cup we take is a sharing in the blood of Christ
Invitation to receive
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which was given for you,
and his blood which was shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving. Amen.
[All receive the bread and the wine]
Post-Communion Prayer
Lord of the harvest,

you have fed your people in this sacrament

with the fruits of creation made holy by your Spirit:

by your grace raise up among us faithful labourers

to sow your word and reap the harvest of souls;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Blessing
May the boldness of the Spirit transform you,

may the gentleness of the Spirit lead you,

may the gifts of the Spirit equip you

to serve and worship God;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son

and the Holy Spirit,

be with you all now and for ever.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
